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1  

Executive Summary 

The IRPWind conference is an annual event aimed at transferring knowledge on wind energy 

research among the European Energy Research Alliance Joint Programme on Wind (EERA 

JP Wind) members. Over the years, the goal of the conference was broadened, making an 

effort to inform and discuss with industrial participants as well. 

In the edition of 2016, a total of 121 participants took part in the 2-day event, with both industry 

and national programmes representatives joining in. A mix of plenary presentations and 

parallel sessions for the EERA JP Wind sub-programmes, covered the complete range of 

technical research topics and sought for ways to integrate with industrial requirements on R&D 

and IP/technology in general. 

The maximum number of parallel sessions was limited to two. This was one of the conclusions 

of the conference survey from 2015. Also the rooms of the plenary sessions had a larger 

capacity than previous years. Both changes helped to make the parallel sessions more 

accessible. Together with the informal network dinner on the first day, the conference 

organisation received very positive feedback during the event. This was also reflected in the 

online survey that was filled out by 83 participants. 

Improvements lie not so much in the organisation of the conference, as in the effectiveness of 

involving industry in it. Further increasing the participation of industry in the last edition of 

the IRPWind conference will be key. The first draft of the 2017 programming reflects this 

ambition.  
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1  Introduction 

The IRPWind conference (deliverable 4.03) is defined as an annual dissemination event 

between EERA JP Wind partners. Both EERA JP Wind projects are presented as well as 

outcome of national projects. The event aims to share knowledge (also across EERA sub-

programmes) and to provide an opportunity for all EERA JP Wind members to network and 

discuss offshore wind related research topics.  

The ultimate goal of Work Package 4, “transfer of knowledge”, is to disseminate and exploit 

developed knowledge amongst the research community as well as industry representatives, 

therefore further equalizing the level of expertise on wind energy across Europe. Besides the 

research community and the industry, national program agencies as well as European 

Institutions such as the European Commission are involved.  

The event is organised for the EERA JP Wind community but some targeted external 

invitations were made. Appendix A shows the complete list of attendees. 

 

2  IRPWind conference 2016 

The third edition of the IRPWind Conference was held in Amsterdam on September 19th and 

20th 2016. The set-up of the conference was similar to the previous editions and took the form 

of presentations held in several parallel sessions, reporting on research progress and results of 

national and European research projects on offshore wind energy. Plenary sessions were also 

held at the beginning and end of the conference. 

Having taken the lessons learned from the first two editions, this year’s conference aimed at 

covering all the Technology Readiness Levels. The European Academy of Wind Energy 

(EAWE) represented the research community, whilst the industry was participating under the 

European Technology & Innovation Platform on Wind (ETIP Wind) umbrella 

 

2.1 Registrations 

In May 2016, the first round of invitations was sent out to a mailing list of 280 registered 

persons. The list included attendees of the previous conferences (259 addresses), 

complemented by industry contacts (21) specifically invited to attend the Avatar event that 

took place on the first day of the conference. Out of the resulting 280 invitations, 135 persons 

accepted and finally 121 actually attended the conference.  

Amongst the participants, 14 (i.e. 12%) represented the industry. The total number of 

registrations reduced by 13% with respect to 2015. As mentioned above, the full list of 

attendees can be found in Appendix A. 
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2.2 Day 1, September 19th 

Matthijs Soede (European Commission, DG R&I Policy Officer and IRPWind Project Officer) 

kindly opened the two-day conference. Peter Hauge Madsen (DTU) then introduced the outline 

of the IRPWind conference 2016, followed by a status update from Mattias Andersson (DTU) 

on the IRPWind project.  

Subsequently, the parallel sessions started. Using the feedback from the previous conference 

editions, the parallel sessions were hosted in 2 plenary halls with a capacity of, respectively, 

75 and 200 persons.  

The lunch was organised in the posters area, improving the contact between the presenters and 

the rest of the conference attendees. The afternoon presentations consisted of 2 other parallel 

sessions, one of which was the Avatar event, organised by Gerard Schepers of ECN. The 

conference hosted a strategic session between EERA JP Wind and EAWE in the afternoon. 

In the first of 2 plenary presentations in the afternoon of day 1, Carlo Bottasso, EAWE 

Director, presented on the role of the European Academy of Wind Energy. His presentation 

was followed by Jasper Vis (DONG) on the Borssele I and II offshore wind farms in the Dutch 

part of the North Sea. 

 

 

   Figure 1. Carlo Bottasso, Director of EAWE  delivering his presentation 

 

Afterwards, the poster session combined with networking drinks resulted in plenty of active 

discussions. The registration process yielded 12 poster participants, of which 11 provided 

permission to be published as an abstract. These abstracts are presented in Appendix D.  
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The first day of the conference was concluded by an informal dinner on the canals of 

Amsterdam, which successfully gathered almost 90 participants. 

 

2.3 Day 2, September 20th 

The second day was opened by Erik Miranda (Vestas), introducing the innovative multi-rotor 

project which had just been realised weeks before the conference.  

The whole day consisted of parallel sub-programme sessions, followed by 3 plenary 

presentations in the afternoon. First, Henrik Stiesdal (Stiesdal A/S wind power pioneer) gave 

his view on innovation in the wind industry and what role the research community and industry 

could or should play. He advocated for the research community to be more active in practical 

innovation. Several examples of personal innovation were shared. 

Then Bernard van Hemert (Project Manager at Gemini) presented the challenges in the 

realisation of the 600MW offshore park of Gemini and the potential R&D activities that could 

take place there. Even though he pointed out the limitations created by the project financing, 

the Gemini wind farm is open for monitoring and measuring. Both technical as well as 

ecological topics could be discussed. 

Mauro Villaneuva from Gamesa delivered the closing presentation, shedding light on what 

economy of scale could look like in the offshore wind industry. 

 

The match-making events between EERA JP Wind and the industry were scheduled in the 

conference booklet, but unfortunately had to be cancelled at the last moment. The organisation 

considered that the event that would have taken place in Hamburg at the WindEurope Summit 

2016 only one week after the IRPWind conference would be a more successful podium to 

launch the Intellectual Property Repository platform of EERA. This consideration proved to 

be a good decision, as the match-making session subsequently held at the WindEurope Summit 

2016 was successful. 

 

2.4 Available material 

The complete list of presentations can be found in Appendix C. The PDF versions of the 

presentations of the conference have been uploaded to the Sharepoint site of IRPWindconf.eu. 

All attendees of the IRPWind conference have received log-in details. Posters and 

presentations of last year’s IRPWind conference are accessible through the same link. 

 

https://www.irpwindconf.eu/do/login/  

 

https://www.irpwindconf.eu/do/login/
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           Figure 2. Henrik Stiesdal on innovations in offshore wind 

 

3  Feedback and lessons learned 

3.1 Feedback 

A company specialized in online surveys was subcontracted to develop a survey tool that was 

sent out to all IRPWind registered attendees. This resulted in 83 reactions, of which 51 were 

fully and 28 were partially completed. Compared to 2015, the amount of returned 

questionnaires is 5% lower. However, the amount of open answers provided in this survey are 

more relevant. 

In particular, the aim of the survey was to receive feedback on the way EERA JP Wind looks 

for interaction with its stakeholders.  

The full list of questions is available in Annex XYZ  

1. What type of organisation do you represent? 

a. Research community    85.9% (87.4%) 

b. Industry     11.3% (9.2%) 

c. National program   0.0% (2.3%) 

d. Other      2.8% (1.1%) 

2. Which of the below media do you use to stay informed on EERA's JP Wind activities? 

a. www.irpwind.eu   76.8% 

b. Bi-annual newsletters   24.6% 

c. IRPWind’s LinkedIn group  18.8% 

d. Conferences    65.2% 
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e. Other,namely:    20.3% 

3. Which websites do you visit to stay informed on wind energy news? 

http://energy.gov/ 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/ 

http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/ 

http://www.ewea.org/ 

http://www.offshorewind.biz 

http://www.rechargenews.com/ 

http://www.windpowermonthly.com/ 

http://www.4coffshore.com/ 

http://www.innwind.eu/  

http://www.offshore-stiftung.de  

http://wab.net  

http://www.windmonitor.de 

http://www.nwea.nl 

http://www.offshore-energy.biz/ 

http://energiwatch.dk 

http://www.linkedin.com 

http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/wind-power/tech.html 

My companys internal press clipping 

http://www.eletaen.gr 

http://about.bnef.com/ 

http://www.reuters.com/ 

http://www.theguardian.com/international 

http://renews.biz/ 

http://www.ft.com/ 

4. Would you expect to find EERA JP Wind/IRPWind related news there? 

a. Yes 63.8% 

b. No 36.2% 

5. What would be the frequency of contact you expect from EERA JP Wind/IRPWind? 

a. EERA JP Wind newsletter current frequency 

b. EERA JP Wind conference current frequency 

c. www.irpwind.eu updates current to more frequent (50% and 45%) 

d. IRPWind LinkedIn updates current frequency 

6. How effective is the IRPWind project in speeding-up the process of bringing EERA JP 

Wind R&D efforts to the market? 

55% indicates the effectivity scores 4 out of 5,  

22% scoring 3 out of 5 and  

12 % 5 out of 5. 

7. What would be your suggestion to further improve this process? 

a. more funding for basic research and industrial development 

b. more contact with industry, more collaboration between EERA partners in 

view of research projects 

c. more frequently messages, better coordinated 

d. strategic alignment with industry, EU national efforts and US efforts to 

accelerate outcome or gaining critical mass on a subject 

e. no recommendations as I am new to EERA wind 

http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/
http://www.ewea.org/
http://www.windpowermonthly.com/
http://www.windmonitor.de/
http://energiwatch.dk/
http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/wind-power/tech.html
http://www.eletaen.gr/
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f. currently no. Industry is well represented in IRPWind Meetings which is 

important. Industry presentations and panel discussions are promoted and 

this shall be maintained. 

g. It is already doing the necessary effort. 

h. common objectives 

i. involve industry in research projects 

j. it is efficient (conference is done: YES), but to become more effective 

(finding and connecting partners) IRPWind can take a more active role such 

a leading role for creating specific partnerships particularly when the need is 

expressed. 

k. I propose to iterate the IRPWIND experience in the future with possible 

extension of the Partnership to new Partners (as an example Politecnico di 

Milano-POLIMI is not partner at the moment being a recent member of 

EERA, but very active as partner of the two EU H2020 Projects LIFES50+ 

& CL-WINDCON) 

l. try to get more industry present. 

m. the short term delivery of solutions to the market are done by companies, 

which sometimes is done in collaboration with RTOs/universities. But never 

via an Alliance/Network. The added value is in other areas. 

n. no suggestions 

o. no 

p. – 

q. make communications simpler and more into mainstream media. 

r. direct topic oriented meetings with industry 

s. difficult to say. Some of the developments resulting from research will never 

be implemented, but some of them can be implemented very fast. So, the 

effort is clearly worth. 

t. involve industry more intensive in IRP conferences 

u. maybe include list of publications on the progress 

v. – 

w. if EERA is focused on applied research then industry participation would be 

accelerating bringing EERA JP Wind efforts to the market 

x. – 

y. more engagement by the Management Board for an active participation of 

all members 

z. outside world will probably not understand the difference between IRPWind 

and EERA JP Wind. 

aa. better open window for the market where they can see who offers which 

service... but takes a lot of effort to get into the database. 

bb. better cooperation with industry 

cc. I do not have any 

dd. add links to publically available deliverables 

ee. I have only been very little involved. But I appreciate that the industry is 

invited and involved in conferences and I think that contributes to speeding 

up the efforts. 

ff. even closer contact between research and industry 

gg. reduce politics and increase work 
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hh. more coverage of results and lobbying policy makers 

ii. none 

jj. more publicity 

kk. to date it's mainly an effort of the research community, I and I would like to 

see more of 'whose feet are in the mud'. 

ll. increase the industry involvement in EERA JP Wind projects. 

mm. the WP managers are too busy to do a good job. Selecting persons having 

fewer positions would help. 

nn. Collect industry needs on an individual basis (as they are likely to speak 

more 

oo. if competitors are not present),which can be more than what is stated in ETIP 

SRIA, organize and prioritize such needs, and try to satisfy them by 

designing collaborative R&D projects, either EC or MS (i.e Eureka) funded. 

pp. no further suggestions 

qq. more meetings. 

rr. try to involve more industrial partners in IRPWIND conference 

ss. involving more often stakeholder to joint exchanges 

tt. more information flow and networking opportunities 

uu. industry collaborate with individual organizations not an entire alliance, so 

difficult. But conference is nice for overview and networking 

vv. more for general public publications - results from collaboration on linkedin 

etc. 

ww. try to link industry and research partners in more effective manner 

xx. no 

yy. always good to focus on application of results 

zz. closer cooperation with industry. More intimate relation with ETIP.  

1. Are you planning to visit next year's edition of the IRPWind conference? 

a. Yes  82.4% 

b. No  3.9% 

c. Maybe  13.7%  
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3.2 Lessons learned 

The IRPWind conference of 2017 should keep: 

 Plenary presentations by industry with a strong innovative character 

 The 2-day programming 

 Around 100-150 participants 

 The opportunity to plan EERA JP Wind related activities around the conference 

 More networking opportunities, e.g. standing lunches 

 The amount of parallel sessions: maximum 2 

 The size of presentation rooms: capacity of ~75-90 people/room 

 The length of the SP sessions 

 The availability of data from previous editions through irpwindconf.eu 

 An industry event which makes people register for the conference. 

 

The IRPWind conference of 2017 should improve on: 

 An earlier finalization of the programme: key-note speakers should be confirmed 

already in May 

 Increased participation of industry and national programmes – more targeted 

invitations 
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Conclusions 

As in the previous editions, the efforts to bring the wind industry, national programmes and 

research community in one room are appreciated by all 121 participants. We still see 

opportunities for further integrating the research vision of industry with that of national 

programmes and researchers. Once more, it has proven to be difficult to keep the momentum 

of intense contact of the conference in the months after.  

It is suggested that less intense, but more frequent contact between industry and the research 

community on an EERA JP Wind/IRPWind level will promote the integration of R&D 

activities. The monthly newsfeed that will be re-initiated in 2017 can help drawing more 

attention to EERA JP Wind and the conference subsequently. Communicating in alignment 

with ETIP Wind’s SRIA will create common ground for understanding priorities in wind 

research. Presenting the IRPWind conference programme of 2017 as such can help to further 

increase its success as well. 

Like in previous editions, the organisation will also take into account the feedback received 

from the survey. Improvements lie not so much in the organisation of the conference, as in the 

effectiveness of involving the wind industry in it. Further increasing the participation of the 

industry in the last edition of the IRPWind conference will be key. The first draft of the 2017 

programming reflects this ambition. The last edition of the IRPWind conference within the 

IRPWind framework is promising to become the most successful one of the 4. 
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Appendix A. List of attendees 2016 

No. Title Last name Institute Company 

1 Mr. Amezqueta CENER (Spain) 

2 Mr. Anaya-Lara University of Strathclyde 

3 Mr. Andersson DTU Wind Energy 

4 Mr. Antoniou Fraunhofer IWES 

5 Mr.  Argyle Lougborough University 

6 Mrs. Ataov METUWIND, METU Aerospace Eng. 

7 Mr. Bacher DTU Compute 

8 Mrs. Backer Vestas Wind Systems A/S 

9 Mr. Badger DTU Wind Energy 

10 Mr. Barth ForWind - Center for Wind Energy Research 

11 Mrs. Barton-Stam ECN Wind Energy 

12 Mr. Basu TU-Delft 

13 Mr. Bedon ECN Wind Energy 

14 Mr. Belloli Politecnico di Milano 

15 Mr. Berthelsen MARINTEK 

16 Mr. Beurskens ECN/SET Analysis 

17 Mr. Bottasso Technische Universität München 

18 Mr. Brand ECN 

19 Mr. Broersma Suzlon Energy Ltd. 

20 Mr. Caboni ECN Wind Energy 

21 Mrs. Calidonna CNR ISAC 

22 Ms. Ceyhan Yilmaz ECN 

23 Mr. Clausen DTU Wind Energy 

24 Ms. Comech CIRCE 

25 Mr. Croce Politecnico di Milano 

26 Mr.  Cronin Siemens Wind Power A/S 

27 Mr. Cruz CIEMAT 

28 Mr. Cutululis Technical University of Denmark 

29 Mr. Dominguez-Garcia Catalonia Insitute for Energy Research (IREC) 

30 Mr. Durstewitz Fraunhofer IWES 

31 Mr. Dyck Phoenix Contact Electronics 

32 Mr. Eecen ECN Wind Energy 

33 Mr. Ejsing Jørgensen DTU 

34 Mrs. Frøysa CMR/NORCOWE 

35 Mr. Gancarski CENER 

36 Mr. Golightly GO-ELS Ltd 

37 Mr. Gonzalez-Salcedo CENER 

38 Mr. Gutierrez Guzman RWTH Aachen University 

39 Mr. Hanssen 1-Tech SPRL 
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40 Mrs. Hasager DTU Wind Energy 

41 Mr. Hauge Madsen DTU Wind Energy 

42 Mr. Hermans ECN 

43 Mr. Hethey EA Energy Analysis 

44 Ms. Holttinen VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland 

45 Mr. Islam Technical University of Denmark (DTU) 

46 Mr. Jansen Fraunhofer IWES 

47 Mr. Jensen DTU Wind Energy 

48 Mr. Jensen DTU Wind Energy 

49 Mr. Jorgensen DTU 

50 Mr. Jørgensen SINTEF 

51 Mr. Karimirad MARINTEK 

52 Ms. Kentel Middle East Technical University 

53 Mr. Knudsen DTU Wind Energy 

54 Mr. Koutoulakos Nuon/Vattenfall 

55 Mr. Kunneke Delft University of Technology 

56 Mr. Lahuerta Knowledge Centre WMC 

57 Mr.  Lampropoulos CRES 

58 Mrs. Lo Conto Politecnico di Milano 

59 Mrs. Lo Feudo CNR ISAC 

60 Mr. Loeven Siemens Wind Power A/S 

61 Ms. Lourens Delft University of Technology 

62 Mr. Lutz University of Stuttgart 

63 Mr. MAKRIS CRES 

64 Mr. Mann DTU 

65 Mr. Marti ORE Catapult 

66 Mr. McKeever ORE Catapult 

67 Mr. Meijer TKI Wind op Zee 

68 Mr. Miranda Vestas Wind Systems A/S 

69 Mr. Molins Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya 

70 Mr. Murphy University College Cork 

71 Mr. Nitzsche Delft University of Technology 

72   Oggiano IFE 

73 Mr. Papathanasiou ECN Wind Energy 

74 Mr. Perez TECNALIA 

75 Mr. Petrovic ForWind - Center for Wind Energy Research 

76 Mr. Piel ForWind Hannover, Information Systems Institute 

77 Mr. Raijmaekers Knowledge Centre WMC 

78 Mr. Rettenmeier WindForS c/o University of Stuttgart 

79 Mr. Rinne VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland 

80 Mr. Riziotis National Technical University of Athens 

81 Mr. Rodriguez Ruiz CTC 
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82 Mr. Rohrig Fraunhofer IWES 

83 Mr. Rosemeier Fraunhofer IWES 

84 Mr. Roukis CRES 

85 Mr. Schepers ECN Wind Energy 

86 Mrs. Sempreviva DTU 

87 Mrs. Serri RSE S.p.A. 

88 Mrs. Sezer Uzol METUWIND, METU Aerospace Eng. 

89 Mr. Simao Ferreira Delft University of Technology 

90 Mr. Skytte DTU Management Eng 

91 Mr. Soede European Commission 

92 Mr. Sørensen Aalborg University 

93 Mr. Sørensen DTU Wind Energy 

94 Mr. Stefanatos CRES 

95 Ms. Stephansen CMR 

96 Mr. Stewart NTNU 

97 Mr. Stiesdal Stiesdal A/S 

98 Mr. Swendsen SINTEF 

99 Mr. Tande SINTEF 

100 Mrs. Teuwen Delft University of Technology 

101 Mr. Ugarte CENER 

102 Mr.  van Aalst Photographer 

103 Mr. van der Laan DTU Wind Energy 

104 Mr. van der Putten TNO 

105 Mr. van der Weijde TNO 

106 Mr. van Hemert Gemini Wind Park 

107 Mr. van Kuik Delft University of Technology 

108 Mr. van Roermund ECN Wind Energy 

109 Mr. van Wingerde Fraunhofer IWES 

110 Mr. Vassilopoulos Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne 

111 Mrs. Veum ECN Policy Studies 

112 Mr. Villanueva GAMESA 

113 Mr. Vis DONG Energy 

114 Mr. von Terzi GE Global Research 

115 Mr. Wagenaar ECN Wind Energy 

116 Mrs. Wagenknecht Fraunhofer IWES 

117 Mr. Wiggelinkhuizen ECN Wind Energy 

118 Mr. Wittkampf ECN Business Development 

119 Mr. Zarouchas Delft University of Technology 

120 Mr. Zasso Politecnico di Milano 

121 Ms. Zeni WindEurope 
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Appendix C. List of presentations 

Check list online 
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Mr.C.L. Miranda presented his poster on the Multi-Rotor project but did not grant 

permission to publish the abstract or PDF of his poster or presentation. 
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